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Ministry of Education 
 
Early Years and Child 
Care Division  
  
315 Front Street West  
Toronto ON M7A 0B8  
 
 

Ministère de l’Éducation  

Division de la petite enfance 
et de la garde d'enfants  

315, rue Front Ouest  
Toronto ON M7A 0B8  

Date: March 16, 2026  

Memorandum to: Child Care Licensees 

From: Karen Puhlmann 
Director, Child Care Branch 
Early Years and Child Care Division 

Subject: Proposed Regulatory Amendments under the CCEYA 

The Ministry is launching a public consultation on proposed regulatory amendments 
under the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014 (CCEYA). These proposed amendments 
are part of the government’s ongoing work to strengthen health and safety in child care 
settings across the province.  

While the CCEYA sets out comprehensive requirements designed to ensure child care in 
Ontario is safe and high-quality, recent tragedies have shown that there are areas where 
stronger safeguards are needed. Subject to government approval, the proposed changes 
would address these gaps, strengthen standards and support proactive measures that will 
keep both children and staff safe.  

Through this consultation we are seeking input from licensees and applicants, educators, 
families and other sector partners. Your feedback is essential in ensuring that any new or 
amended requirements are effective, practical and aligned with the needs of children, 
families and staff. 

The consultation is now live, and we encourage you to review and provide feedback 
through the Ontario Regulatory Registry. We also encourage you to share this information 
broadly with families and staff so that they can provide feedback as well.  

The last day to provide feedback will be May 1st, 2026. 

https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/53533
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Please note that the ministry is also in the final stages of preparing for the launch of the 
Liam Riazati Memorial Fund. As announced in December, this fund will provide concrete 
barriers at no cost to eligible licensees. We anticipate that licensees will be able to 
request barrier installation from a pre-approved vendor in the coming weeks. If you are 
planning to submit a request, I encourage you to review your site and determine where 
barriers are needed and speak with your landlord and municipality (if needed) to ensure 
you have permission to install. 

Finally, the annual Licensed Child Care Operations Survey will begin later than usual this 
year. We know licensees expect the survey in the spring and wanted to advise you of this 
change. Further details will be shared closer to the launch. 

If you have any questions, you can reach out to the Child Care Helpdesk at 
childcare_ontario@ontario.ca.  

We appreciate your ongoing commitment to Ontario’s families and your partnership as we 
work to strengthen the province’s child care system.  

Sincerely, 

Original signed by 

Karen Puhlmann 
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